Student Mock Legislative Project

Handout 1

The 77th Legislative Session is beginning in

the Capitol in Pierre. This is when the lawmakers

we elected in November will begin making laws for

South Dakota. They will either make new laws,

change laws already there, or ask that a law be

removed.

The legislators make the laws in Pierre and

usually live in a motel while they are there. Governor Bill Janklow will

preside over this session. He is the first governor of South Dakota to

have four terms in office. How many years is that?

When the legislators take office, they have to take an oath.

This oath is shown on the bottom of the SD Senators List and the SD

Representatives List.

Each legislator will serve on one or two committees. These

committees are:

Agriculture & Natural Resources

Appropriations

Commerce

Education

Government

Operations & Audit

Health & Human Services

Judiciary

Legislative Procedure

Local Government

Retirement Laws

State Affairs

Taxation

Transportation

Each of you will be assigned a senator and representative to

follow. Find out which committee(s) he/she is on and if he/she chairs

or vice chairs the committee.

Disclaimer: "The information presented is offered as work of individual educators or groups of educators.

DECA does not assume responsibility for the content expressed."

Legislators also sponsor bills (laws). If they do it on their own,

they will be called a primary sponsor. If they sponsor the bill with

someone else, they are called co-sponsors. There are House Bills

and Senate Bills. Primary sponsors for House bills can be only

House members. However, House members can co-sponsor Senate

Bills. This is also true for the Senate.

Senate and House Bills are numbered. You can easily find out

about a bill by using its number. Senate Bills start at 1 and go to

1000. That does not mean there will be 1000 bills introduced in the

Senate though. House bills begin with the number 1001. In a bill's

complete form, it looks like SB No. 3 on the Legislative Bill handout.

This is what the legislators read to determine whether to pass it

through committee and both the Senate and the House of

Representatives.

Sometimes a law is already in effect, but someone wants to

change it. If text is underlined, it means information is being added.

If text is crossed out, it means information is being deleted or taken

out.

Some bills will be passed and some won't. The bill starts with a

draft (the written form) because someone thinks there is a need for

change. If the legislators agree with the bill, they will pass it through

their committees and both houses. It then goes to Governor Janklow.

He can either sign it, not sign it (but it is still law) or veto it (say no to

it). If he vetoes the bill, it is returned to the legislature where they can

either agree with the Governor or override his veto.

Find information about your senator or representative on the

Internet site listed on the Legislator Profile Handout. You should find

their full name, occupation (job), where they live, and if they are a

republican or democrat. You will also find out which committee or

committees they are on and if they chair or vice-chair a committee.

You will find which bills they have sponsored or co-sponsored. Use

the Legislator Profile Sheet to record information on these legislators.

Each bill will have its own history. A bill may not even get read

in committee. It may get read in committee but not passed on to the
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full house and senate. It may get passed in the full house and

senate, but vetoed by the Governor. Watch the history of your

legislator's bills over the Internet. Also read the newspapers to see

how the media presents the information about your legislator's bills.

Watch for your legislator in the newspaper or on TV. Is he or

she being quoted? Is there a picture? Bring this information to

school to be added to our bulletin board.

You can e-mail your legislator at the capitol. E-mail them if you

have questions or concerns about a bill. To send e-mail to a senator,

send it to senate@state.sd.us. Include the lawmaker's name in the

subject line. To e-mail a representative, send it to

house@state.sd.us. Include the lawmaker's name in the subject line.

You can also write to your legislator at Legislative Post Office, 500 E.

Capitol Ave., Pierre SD 57501. Remember, the laws we make today

affect all of us. Many bills have been passed which will directly affect

you soon, such as driver's education laws. There have also been

laws about the legal age to drive, school attendance, and safety belts.

These will all affect you right now or in the future.
