Seating Chart Lesson

By Marletta Eich

Objective:  To become familiar with the names and faces of South Dakota legislators.

Materials needed:  Senate and House seating charts, a yellow and light blue color

Note:  The “real” Senate bills are yellow and House bills are blue.  That is the reason for the yellow and blue colors.

The senators and representatives make laws in the Capitol in Pierre South Dakota.  The senators work in the Senate Chambers and the representatives work in the House Chambers.  They each have a special place to sit.  Interestingly enough, the people in leadership sit in the very back!  Notice how Dave Knudson is the Senate Majority leader.  He sits in the back row.  Scott Heidepriem is the Senate Minority leader.  He sits in the back row across the isle from Dave Knudson!  

Directions:  Go to http://legis.state.sd.us/index.aspx 

· Click on current legislative session
· Click on members on the left hand side

· Click on the senator’s name at the top of the list on the left hand side.

· Using the senators seating chart, locate where Gene Abdallah sits and color it yellow.

· Look on the left hand side and click the name of the next senator and color his desk yellow.

· Do the same with all the senators.

· When you have finished all the senators, click on the names of the representatives on the right hand side.

· Color in their desks light blue

