Teaching Listening and Speaking Skills Using Legislative Committees

By Marletta Eich

Purpose:  To identify a legislative bill, understand Senate and House committees, realize the impact a law has on the state of South Dakota, discuss and vote on sample classroom bills.

Approx. time:  40 minutes

Introduction:  (5 min.)

Materials:  rodeo bill T-shirt; Governor’s pen

Show the rodeo bill T-shirt and the pen used by the Governor to sign the rodeo bill.

Ask:  What does this say on the shirt? (rodeo state sport)  What am I holding in my hand? (gov. pen)

Ask:  What can you tell me about the law making process just from this T-shirt and pen?

Lesson (15 min):

Ask:  What is a bill (relate to the Rodeo Bill)  Discuss seatbelts (picture of 5th grade students; rap TR), no smoking in public places (show picture of 5th grade Smoke Free Class of 2000), speed limit, consequences for trespassing, stealing, and hurting someone.

*Show Rodeo Bill transparency and describe it (House Bill 1075, primary and co-sponsors.  Share that the bill is given a number and filed with the Legislative Research Council.  Show TR of Tommy, Larry and Eric
*Show bill samples (TR):  sales tax, attend school, hrs. in school; try to say the number 1075, etc.  Tell them that school districts can decide if there is a 4-day work week, they just have to have the required number of hours.

Ask:  How does a bill pass through a committee?

*Show (TR) how the House State Affairs voted in committee -  note Larry Rhoden (primary sponsor)

*Ask:  Do you recognize any names of the committee members?  If so, how did they vote.  Would you have voted differently?

*Show (TR) Full House vote:  ask same as above

Show (TR) Senate committee vote:  ask same as above

*Show (TR)committees and members.

Ask:  Do you recognize any names?  Compare the number of Senate committee members with House committee groups in the same committees.

Ask:  Why is there a difference? Identify chairs and co-chairs.

READ: House Mouse and Senate Mouse  Ask:  What bill did the House and Senate Mice try to pass.  Was it easy to pass it?

Say:  Today we are going to practice being a committee.  We won’t have chairs or co-chairs today.  The purpose is to look carefully at the bills being discussed and look at reasons why it might be a good or bad bill for the kids at Washington School.  For example.  Some legislators wanted basketball to be the state sport instead of rodeo.  The speed limit was not changed in school zones because it would cost too much to replace the signs.

*Share the bills and committees.  Designate one person to lead. 

 Provide a sample discussion.  Ask the characteristics of a good listener (does not interrupt, listens for good and bad points); good speaker (stays focused on the topic being discussed, shares opinion without putting others’s down)?  Students break into committees, discuss, and vote.  Approx. time 10 min.

Students share their vote and their discussion.  Approx. time 10 min.

Summary:  Today we learned that not all people share the same opinion.  We learned to listen and speak respectfully and not interrupt.  We learned to agree to disagree.  A good law maker looks at the good and bad sides of a bill and makes a decision based on what would be best for the people of South Dakota.  You made your decisions on what would be best for the students at Washington School.  When making a decision, look carefully at the good and bad points and decide what would be best for everyone.

