Legislative District Activity

By Marletta Eich

Objective:  To locate the 66 counties and 35 legislative districts in South Dakota

Materials needed:  Legislative District Map found at

http://legis.state.sd.us/who/index.aspx
· Background:  South Dakota is divided into 35 legislative districts.  Each district has approximately 20,000 people.  That way each district can be fairly represented in Pierre to make laws for South Dakota.  The cities of Aberdeen, Rapid City, and Sioux Falls have more than 20,000 people.  These cities are divided up into more than one district.  Aberdeen is made up of Districts 1, 2, 3; Rapid City is made up of Districts 32, 33, 34, 35 and Sioux Falls is made up of Districts 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15.  Each district has one senator and two representatives who go to Pierre each January to make laws for  South Dakota.  Madison is in District 8.  District 8 is made up of the following counties:  Lake, Sanborn, Miner, and part of Moody.  You will be locating the districts and counties on the district map. 

Directions:  Go to http://legis.state.sd.us/index.aspx
         Click on current legislative session
· Click on members on the left hand side

· Click on the name of the first senator on the left hand side

· Find out which district he or she is in and locate it on the district map.  Remember that the cities of Sioux Falls, Aberdeen, and Rapid City are made up of more than one district.  Aberdeen is made up of Districts 1, 2, 3; Rapid City is made up of Districts 32, 33, 34, 35 and Sioux Falls is made up of Districts 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15.

· Find out which counties he or she represents and place an X on each county on the district map.

· Do this with both the senators (left hand side) and representatives (right hand side) until all the counties have been marked by an X.

· Remember that each district will have one senator and two representatives.

