Answer key to state symbols activity:

1. State Seal:  1885, "Under God the People Rule"

2. Flag:  "South Dakota, The Mount Rushmore State"  (this is a good nickname because of Mount Rushmore in the Black Hills)

3. State Flower:  Pasque, May Day flower, flowers can begin blooming in May and it is one of the first flowers to bloom.

4. State Insect:  South Dakota is a leader in honey production, 93 years

5. State Capitol:  93 years  (date will change each year)

6. State Tree:  cones

7. State Bird:  It was first introduced to South Dakota in 1898

8. State Song:  marching song

9. State Animal:  small game and rodents, prairies and open fields

10. State Fish:  It is the most sought-after game fish in South Dakota.

11. State Fossil:  Harding County, 1927

12. State Mineral:  Black Hills

13. State Soil:  This particular soil is only found in South Dakota

14. State Gemstone:  It was first discovered near Fairburn, South Dakota

15. State Jewelry:  Answers may vary

16. State Slogan:  Answers may vary

17. State Desert:  apple

18. State Sport:  calf roping, bull riding, steer wrestling and saddle bronc riding.

Check the final paragraph for understanding of state symbols.

