Rodeo Bill Skit

Written by Marletta Eich

Setting: Capitol Building,  boy & girl walking & talking -touring
 

Boy: Wow, this Capitol building is awesome!
Girl: Yes, there's so much to see.
Boy: Hey, look! I think I see a legislator! And he's talking to an old cowboy.
Girl:  Hi, what ya got there?
Legislator: Well, this is a bill.
Girl:  Hello there Bill, (turns to legislator) and who might you be?
Leg:  No, he's not Bill, 'this' is a bill.
Boy:  Oh, a bill; like what we're learning about in Social Studies.
Leg. That's right.
Girl:  What's it about?
Leg:  This bill is about making rodeo South Dakota's state sport.
Boy:   State sport? So, what's 'rodeo'?
Leg:  Well, son, Rodeo is a sport where people compete in different events like saddle bronc riding, steer wrestling, calf roping and other exiting events. 
Boy:  Oh yeah, I've seen it on TV. But what about football or basketball or sports like that? Why rodeo for the state sport?
Leg:  Well, there are several very good reasons. Did you know that South Dakota has produced 38 'world' champions in rodeo over the years? This is more than all other sports combined. 
Girl:   Wow! World Champions, it doesn't get any better than that?
Leg:  Also, no other sport comes close to rodeo as far as our heritage goes. Rodeo is a tradition here in South Dakota.
Tommy:  That's right. Years ago when our ancestors worked with the cattle they would do a lot of roping, breaking horses, steer wrestling and those types of things. They started making them into competitions, and eventually we had all kinds of events like you see at a rodeo today.
Boy:   Cool! So rodeo is really part of our roots, you could say, huh?
Girl:  Do they still do that kind of stuff today, like roping steers and riding broncs?
Tommy:   You bet they do! It's still alive and well.
Leg:   Another good reason is that it's a sport that includes the entire family.
       From Little Britches, 4-H Rodeo, High School Rodeo, SDRA, to the PRCA  (Professional Rodeo Cowboys' Association), there's no one it doesn't include. 
Tommy:  And it's been great for South Dakota's economy too. Rodeo brings in people from all over and is a big part of tourism here.
Leg:   Can you think of any other sport that fits South Dakota more than rodeo?
Boy:   Nope, I really can't. There are a lot of great sports here in our state, but none of them symbolize South Dakota like rodeo does.
Girl:  And it doesn't matter if you're a boy or girl! Anyone can do it!
Boy:  Well, Mr. Legislator. I would like to encourage you to vote for this bill to make rodeo the state sport.
Leg:   Well, thank you for the advice. I'll sure think about it.
Girl:   Any time! Just let us know if we can help you again!
