	Peter Norbeck
     Peter Norbeck was the first governor to be born in Dakota. He was also the first United States senator from South Dakota to be born here. As a young man, he helped to solve water problems. As governor and senator, he built parks and roads. His work left a special heritage for South Dakota.


	  

	     Norbeck was born in a dugout in southeastern Dakota Territory. The year was 1870. Later his family moved west of the Missouri River. They homesteaded in Charles Mix County. Here he learned that low rainfall made farming hard. Wells were needed to water the crops and the livestock. Most wells in South Dakota were artesian wells. They were very deep. It cost a lot of money to drill them. Norbeck found a way to drill wells that cost less money. Soon he was drilling wells all across South Dakota. 

     Norbeck set up his business in Redfield in Spink County. Voters elected him to the state senate in 1908. Later the people of South Dakota elected him governor. He tried different ways to solve problems for citizens. He set up state hail insurance for farmers. He started a coal mine and a cement plant. He helped to set up Custer State Park. Today, his work with parks is what we remember most.
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	     In 1920, Norbeck won a seat in the United States Senate. From there, he worked to get scenic roads built in the Black Hills. Soon Needles Highway and Iron Mountain Road were built. Norbeck also found money for other parks and memorials. Norbeck died in 1936. 


