Fry Bread Reader’s Theater

· Students may want to hold up pictures of a heart, lips, coyote, Walleye, Triceratops, T-rex, Butterfly egg, larva, pupa, and adult butterfly, Governor Rounds, Capitol, and SD map with Pierre when saying their parts.

· There does not have to be 5 readers.  Parts can be given to several students.

· The names of lakes can be changed to fit the geographic area 

· Vocabulary:  senator, representative, committee, Capitol, capital, symbol, governor, coyote, walleye, Triceratops, cemetery, Pierre, state affairs committee, democracy, dictatorship, cycle, unanimous, voting, South Dakota

· Culminating activity:  students could make and eat fry bread

Reader 1:  Have you ever heard of a symbol?  

Reader 2:  Sure, you mean like a heart is a symbol for love

Reader 3:  And lips might mean a kiss! 

Reader 1:  Ok wise guy, you have the right idea.  Now seriously, did you know each state has different symbols?

Reader 4:  I’m not sure what you mean.

Reader 1:  For example, the coyote is a state symbol for South Dakota.  What do you think the coyote stands for?

Reader 2:  Oh, I know!  It must be a symbol for dogs.

Reader 1:  Well, not quite.  Now think about it.  What is a coyote?

Reader 3:  It’s an animal!

Reader 1:  That’s right!  The coyote is the symbol for South Dakota’s state animal.

Reader 3:  This is fun!  Are there any other state symbols?

Reader 1:  Why yes, of course.  Let’s play a game.  I’ll say a word and you tell me what state symbol it stands for.  I’ll begin with Walleye.

Reader 5:  Oh, I want to play too!  A Walleye is a fish.  My Grandpa and I catch Walleye all summer long at Lake Herman and Lake Madison.  They are great to eat!    So, the walleye would be our state fish!
Reader 2:  Hey, I think I have one.  How about Triceratops?

Reader 3:  Wow, that one is easy.  It has to be our state dinosaur.

Reader 1:  Well, you are close.  It is actually our state fossil.  Many fossils of the Triceratops have been found in South Dakota’s giant cemetery, also known as the Badlands.  Now, this one could be pretty hard!  How about pheasant?

Readers 2, 3, 4, & 5:  That is too easy.  It is our state bird!

Reader 1:  You are really catching on!  Now seriously, this next one could be hard.  I’m not going to say the name of the symbol, but will tell you it is our state bread.

Reader 2:  You mean like wheat, or oat bread?  I have even heard of banana, pumpkin, and potato bread.

Reader 1:  Those are good guesses.  I don’t think you will get this one.  It is a special bread called Fry Bread.  That is why it was chosen as South Dakota’s state bread.

Reader 3:  I’ve never heard of Fry Bread.  What’s that?

Reader 1:  Fry Bread has been around longer than you, your parents, your grandparents, and your great great great grandparents.  It is a Native American bread and has been eaten for hundreds of years!  It just became our state bread in 2005.  

Reader 4:  Who wanted Fry Bread to be the state bread?

Reader 1:  The idea came from Mary Ann Bear Heels McCowan.  She thought there should be a bill regarding Native Americans and suggested fry bread as the state bread.  She asked Senator Two Bulls and Representative Paul Valandra to introduce the bill in the House and Senate.

Reader 2:  Since the Triceratops is the state fossil, not dinosaur, I say we make the T-rex the next state dinosaur?

Reader 1:  Wait a minute.  It’s not that easy.  You can’t just want anything to be the state symbol.  It has to go through a long process before it can become the official state symbol.  But I do agree with you.  The T-rex is a good choice.  In fact, legislators wanted it to be the state dinosaur in 2005 – the same year as Fry Bread – but it didn’t pass.  But Fry Bread did!

Reader 4:  What do you mean it didn’t pass?  Did it have to take a test or something?

Reader 1:  Well, in a way I guess it did.  This is the way it works.  There are a group of men and women elected by South Dakota citizens who go to Pierre, South Dakota and make laws for our state.  They are called legislators.  The legislators also decide on state symbols, like Fry Bread.  

Reader 5:  Isn’t Pierre our state capital?

Reader 3:  Yes, it is.  Is that why they meet in Pierre?

Reader 1:  You are all getting smarter by the minute.  Yes, in January of each year the legislators meet in the Capitol in Pierre.

Reader 5:  Wait, I am confused.  I thought Pierre was the capital.  How can they meet in a town.  My dad has meetings in a building.

Reader 1:  Again, you must have eaten smart pills this morning!  The Capitol is the building where the 35 Senators and 70 Representatives meet.  It is spelled with an ol at the end.  The Capitol is located in Pierre, which is called our state capital.  That capital is spelled with an al at the end.

Reader 2:  I am still confused.  Which one is ol and al?

Reader 1:  The ol is a building where the legislators meet.  The al is the town of Pierre.  A small group of representatives called the House State Affairs Committee met in the Capitol – that is ol - to vote on the Fry Bread bill.  The leader or chair of the committee was Larry Rhoden.  He asked the members of the committee to vote to make Fry Bread the state bread.  The 9 men and 2 women in the committee all voted yes.  When everyone votes the same way it is called unanimous.  

Reader 2:  Why didn’t Larry just tell them he was going to make Fry Bread the state bread.

Reader 1:  That’s not the way it works.  Our government is called a democracy, not a dictatorship.  A democracy allows people to vote.  A dictatorship is when people have little or no power.  They are told what to do.  I’m sure glad we live in a democratic society.

Reader 4:  So that’s why Fry Bread is our state bread?

Reader 1:  Well, not exactly.  It has a life cycle.  The House State Affairs Committee was where it began.  That is the first cycle, like an egg of a butterfly.  Then it had to go to the Full House made up of 70 representatives.  That would be the second cycle, like the larva of a butterfly.  Sixty-four voted yes and three voted no.  Three people were excused, but I’m not sure why.  

Reader 2:  Great, now Fry Bread is the state bread!

Reader 1:  Hold on, we are not done yet.  That was just the second stage of the cycle.  The third stage (we will call it the pupa stage) was the Senate State Affairs Committee.  It’s just like the House State Affairs Committee, but smaller.  That is because there are fewer senators than representatives.  Do you remember how many senate and house members there are?

Reader 3:  I do!  There are 35 senators and 70 representatives.

Reader 1:  You are a genius!  Ok, back to the cycle.  Well, the nine men on the Senate State Affairs Committee voted 9 to 0 in favor of the bill.  

Reader 5:  Yeah!  It’s now the state bread!

Reader 1:  Not quite!  It still needed to pass the full Senate, which we will call the adult stage.  Twenty-five senators voted yes and seven voted no and three were excused.

Reader 2:  Finally, now it is the state bread.

Reader 1:  Almost!  Mike Rounds, the governor of South Dakota must sign the bill to make it a state law.  Sometimes he doesn’t think a bill is good for our state so he will veto it.  That means the bill won’t become a law.  Governor Rounds liked the Fry Bread bill and signed it!  Finally, it became the official South Dakota state bread!!

